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The course has two major objectives:

A) Awareness at a higher level of the existence and implications of contemporary social problems,
by developing the capacity for diagnosis, analysis and solving them.

B) Stimulating students to improve their English language, focusing on understanding (by watching
movies), communicating (English seminar debates) and writing (writing essays in English).

A secondary objective is also to attract foreign students enrolled in ERASMUS, as the FSAS / DAS
offer for language courses is not very generous.

Specific objectives:

- Stimulate students to communicate in English, an extremely important skill for their professional
future (and beyond). We mention that it is not necessary to know the English language except at an
average level. The basic idea is to acquire a set of knowledge in the field of social problems
analysis, English being a simple vehicle for this purpose.

- Presentation and understanding of the three paradigms: Functional structuralism, Conflictualism,
Symbolic Interactionism.

- Applying the three paradigms and explanatory theories in the process of analyzing social
problems.

The content of the discipline and the activities carried out in the seminars:

The course is designed in the form of a

- two theoretical and analytical presentations: the first meeting focuses on the social problems
analysis framework (presentation of the three paradigms plus a series of specific theories); the last
meeting in the second semester is an evaluation-sumative (analysis, interpretation and evaluation of
acquired knowledge, knowledge and skills);

- 10-12 film screenings, following a series of social themes / issues such as:

o Drug issue

o Environmental issues

o Racial problems

o Virtual space & social media

o Religion vs. religious extremism

o Poverty, social exclusion and exploitation (center vs. periphery)

o Delinquency / imprisonment

0 Genetic & Cloning Modifications

0 Science, technology and artificial intelligence

0 Access to health

0 Access to education

0 Racism

Seminars are once every two weeks (a total of 5-7 seminars). Each seminar discusses the ideas
presented in the two previous films (viewed at the course). For each seminar, students must write an
English essay, about. 300-400 words (one A4 page) about one of the movies seen in the two
previous courses.

How the assessment will be done:

The evaluation is continuous and summative and is based on the completion of 5 essays (the ones
that the students made for the seminar). Each essay is scored 15 maximum points. Another 15
points can be gained from active participation in the seminar. 10 points are granted ex officio (Total
=100 points). Essays can not be delivered retrospectively.



Cursul are doua obiective majore:
A) Constientizarea la un nivel superior a existenfei si implicatiilor unor probleme sociale
contemporane, prin dezvoltarea capacitétii de diagnoza, analiz& si solutionare a acestora.
B) Stimularea studentilor de a-si perfectiona limba englez&, vizand aici intelegerea (prin
vizionarea unor filme), comunicarea (dezbateri la seminar in limba englez&d) si scrierea
(realizarea unor eseuri in limba engleza).

Un obiectiv secundar este si atragerea studentilor straini, inmatriculati ERASMUS, intrucét oferta
FSAS / DAS in materie de cursuri in limbi straine nu este foarte generoasa.

Obiective specifice:

- Stimularea studentilor de a comunica in limba engleza, deprindere extrem de importanta
pentru viitorul lor profesional (si nu numai). Mentionam ca nu este necesara cunoasterea
limbii engleze decat la un nivel mediu, fara pretentii de exprimare gramaticala corecta. ldeea
de baza este de a acumula o serie de cunostinte in domeniul analizei problemelor sociale,
limba engleza fiind un simplu vehicul pentru acest scop.

- Prezentarea si insusirea celor trei paradigme: structuralismul-functionalist, conflictualismul,
interactionismul simbolic.

- Aplicarea celor 3 paradigme si a unor teorii explicative in procesul de analiza a problemelor
sociale.

Continutul disciplinei si al activitatilor desfasurate in cadrul seminarelor:
Cursul este conceput in forma a
- doua prezentari teoretico-analitice: prima intalnire se axeaza pe cadrul de analiza a
problemelor sociale (prezentarea celor 3 paradigme, plus o serie de teorii specifice); ultima
intélnire din semestrul 2 este una evaluativ-sumativa (analiza, interpretarea si evaluarea
informatiilor, cunostintelor si abilitatilor dobandite);
- 10-12 proiectii de film, urmarind o serie de teme / probleme sociale cum ar fi:
o Problematica drogurilor
Probleme ecologice / de mediu
Probleme rasiale
Spatiul virtual & social media
Religie vs. extremism religios
Saracie, excluziune sociala si exploatare (centru vs. periferie)
Delincventa / inchisoare
Modificari genetice & clonare
Stiinta, tehnologie si inteligenta artificiala
Accesul la sanatate
Accesul la educatie
Rasism
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Seminarele sunt o data la doua saptamani (un total de 5-7 seminare). La fiecare seminar se discuta
ideile expuse in cele doua filme anterioare (vizionate la curs). Pentru fiecare seminar, studentii
trebuie sa realizeze un eseu, in limba engleza, de cca. 300-400 cuvinte (0 pagina A4), despre unul
dintre filmele vazute in cele doua cursuri anterioare.

Modul in care se va realiza evaluarea:

Evaluare este continua si sumativa si se bazeaza pe realizarea a 5 eseuri (cele pe care studentii le-
au realizat pentru seminar). Fiecare eseu este punctat cu 15 puncte maxim. Inca 15 puncte pot fi
acumulate din participarea activa la seminar. 10 puncte se acorda din oficiu (Total = 100 puncte).
Eseurile nu pot fi predate retroactiv.



